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What is risk? Real vs 

Perceived

Clearly 

communicating



What is risk?



Hazard: Source of 
potential danger

Risk: The likelihood of 
the hazard causing harm

Hazards and Risks

Cheers!



Real vs 

Perceived



Factors

ÅVoluntary

ÅNatural or manmade

ÅFamiliarity

ÅTreatable or reversible 
effects

ÅScientific evidence and 
understanding

Perception Matters



HABs
ÅRecreational exposures 

are voluntary

ÅNatural event 

ÅFamiliarity varies; can 
depend on HAB 
frequency

ÅNo medical treatment 
available

ÅHuman health effects 
are known but not well 
understood

Perception Matters



Clearly 

Communicating



Mental Noise Impacts Processing

It is on us if people do not 
understand our message



People focus on 

what they hear first 

and last


